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Introduction 
 
The 2007 Economic Census is being published solely in American FactFinder. 
 
American FactFinder is an online tool that lets you find, customize and download Census Bureau data 
sets. 
 
Accessing American FactFinder 
 
You can find a link to American FactFinder from the Census Bureau’s Web page, on the menu bar to the 
left of the screen. 
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Accessing the Economic Census  
 
To access the data sets Web page, look for “Economic Census” in American FactFinder and click “get 
data” underneath. 
 

 
 

Accessing Annual Economic Surveys 
 
To access the data sets Web page, look for “Annual Economic Surveys” in American FactFinder and click 
“get data” underneath.  These annual economic surveys include the Annual Survey of Manufactures, 
County Business Patterns, and Nonemployer Statistics. 
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What’s Available in American FactFinder? 
 
Economic Data Available 
 
Economic programs available in American FactFinder: 
 

 2007 Economic Census 
 2002 Economic Census 
 1997 Economic Census 
 Annual Survey of Manufactures (2003 – present) 
 County Business Patterns (2004 – present) 
 Nonemployer Statistics (2003 – present) 
 2007 Economic Census of Island Areas 
 2002 Economic Census of Island Areas 
 2002 Business Expenses Survey 
 2007 Commodity Flow Survey 
 2002 Commodity Flow Survey 
 2007 Survey of Business Owners 
 2002 Survey of Business Owners 

 
Economic Data Not Available 
 
American FactFinder houses all economic data for the 1997 Economic Census and succeeding years.  
 
Data prior to 1997 is unavailable in American FactFinder. 
 
The Census Bureau also has a wide variety of economic surveys published in alternative formats.   
See the whole list on the Business and Industry Web site, located at www.census.gov/econ/www/. 
 

http://www.census.gov/econ/www/
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What’s New in American FactFinder? 
 
New Data Sets Web Page 
 
The Economic Census data sets Web page has been redesigned.   
 
Note: More links will appear and grayed out items will become active as data sets become available.   

 

 
 
 
For the availability of these data sets, check the data release schedule located at 
http://www.census.gov/econ/census07/www/data_release_schedule/index.html. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/econ/census07/www/data_release_schedule/index.html
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Easier Downloads 
 
The number of rows that can be downloaded within American FactFinder has been increased from 
15,000 to 65,000 rows. 
 
To download more than 65,000 rows, you will need to download via File Transfer Protocol (FTP). 
The FTP site is also now easier to use. 
 
You may find additional information on downloading data in American FactFinder in the “Downloading 
Data” section.  
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Finding Data Highlights 
 
The Census Bureau offers several easy to use economic data products. These are derived from detailed 
data sets. 
 
Economy-Wide Key Statistics 
 
The Economy-Wide Key Statistics (EWKS) can be found at the Economic Census data sets Web page. 
 
To access the data sets page, look for “Economic Census” in American FactFinder and click “get data” 
underneath. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Economy-Wide Key Statistics (EWKS) data set includes key statistics such as:  
 

 Number of establishments 
 Sales, receipts, revenue, shipments or business done 
 Annual payroll  
 Number of employees 
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The levels of geography covered include Nation, State, County, Place and Metropolitan area for most 
industries.  
 
The EWKS data set is derived from various Industry Series and Geographic Area Series (GAS) data sets.   
 
 
Economic Fact Sheet 
 
The Economic Fact Sheet can be found at the American FactFinder main Web page. 
 
To access the Economic Fact Sheet, look for the “Business and Government” link at the menu bar to the 
left. Select “Economic Fact Sheet”. 
 
 

 
 

The Economic Fact Sheet is a high-level “snapshot” of 2-digit industry, State-level data pulled from the 
Economy-Wide Key Statistics (EWKS) data set. Data will not be available until later in the data release 
period. 

http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html?_lang=en
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Economic Fact Sheets are used for quick access to basic economic data on a specific city/town, County, 
State, or ZIP code.   
 
Available as a “snapshot”, the data is view only and cannot be manipulated or filtered. 
 
Economic Quick Reports 
 
Economic Quick Reports are “pre-packaged” data compiled in American FactFinder. They can be found 
at the economic data sets page. The data are grouped by either industry or geography.  

 
 Industry Quick Report display data for a single North American Industry Classification System 

(NAICS) industry for the United States and each individual state. 
 
 Geography Quick Report display data for a selected geography for all NAICS industries. 
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Data for the quick reports, grouped by either industry or geography, are pulled from the Economy-Wide 
Key Statistics (EWKS) data set. 
 
Economic Quick Reports can be easily downloaded and printed. 
 
Thematic Maps 
 
Thematic Maps display geographic patterns of statistical data, such as number of establishments for an 
industry. These are displayed as color-coded areas on a map. 
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Finding Detailed Data 
 
There are several ways to find detailed economic data sets in American FactFinder. 
You can search for a data set by keywords or filter through data sets by selecting your geographic areas, 
industries and/or other variables of interest. 
 
Note: These tools are not available for the Annual Economic Surveys on American FactFinder. 
 
 
Searching for Data Sets by Keyword(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example: Select “2002 Economic Census”, type “retail” as the keyword and click “Search”.  The resulting 
data sets all contain data sets for “retail”. 
 

 
 

To find data sets by keyword(s): 

1. On the Economic Census Data Sets page, select “Search for data 
sets”. 

2. Select the “keyword search” tab. 

3. Select an Economic Census or survey. 

4. Enter keyword(s). 

5. Click "Search". 

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DatasetMainPageServlet?_program=EAS&_submenuId=&_lang=en&_ts=
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Filtering for Data Sets 
 
Filtering is the process of displaying data sets that belong to a certain topic of your choosing.  
 

Filter By Geography 
 
Some levels of geography to filter by include: 
 

 Nation 
 State 
 County 
 Combined Statistical Area and more 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example: Select the “State” level, select “Georgia” and click “OK”. 
 

 

To filter data sets by geography: 

1. On the Economic Census Data Sets, select “Search for data sets”. 

2. Select “Geographic Area”. 

3. Select a geography type (more drop down  boxes may appear 
depending on your choice).  

4. Select geography. 

5. Click "OK". 

The resulting data sets will be filtered for your selected geography. 
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The resulting data sets contain data for “Georgia”. 
 
 

 
 
 
Additional geographic selection methods available are: 
 

 Name search – used to search for specific city/town within a state 
 Address search – used to search for a specific address within a geographic area (i.e., state, 

county, etc.) 
 Map – displays a map of the United States 
 Geo within geo – used to filter by a smaller level of geography within a larger level (i.e., search by 

county within state) 

Filter By Industry or Product 
 
Some of the industries available to filter by include: 
 

 NAICS Industry 
 Products and Services 
 Commodity Codes 
 Materials and Fuels Consumed 
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Example: Select the category “Products and Services”, type “casino” as the industry search term and 
click “Search”.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

To filter data sets by industry or product: 

1. On the Economic Census Data Sets, select “Search for data 
sets”. 

2. Select “Industry or Product”. 

3. Select a category (e.g. NAICS, Commodity Code, Product, etc.). 

4. Type in an industry, product or industry code then click “Search” 
OR select a sector. If necessary, select a sub-sector. 

5. Click "OK". 

You may also narrow down your results by applying additional filters. 
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Select “20040: Gaming receipts, incl rcpts from casino games, slot machines, etc” from the product code 
menu and select “OK” to display search results.   
 

 
 
The resulting data sets contain data for “gaming receipts”. 
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Filter By Other Dimensions 
 
Examples of other dimensions, or categorical variables, available to choose from include: 
 

 Year 
 Average cost per meal 
 Employment size of firms 
 Transportation modes and more 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example: Select the dimension “Average cost per meal”, select the value “Establishments with average 
cost per meal of $2.00 to $4.99” and click “OK”. 
 

 
 
 

 

To filter data sets by other dimensions: 

1. On the Economic Census Data Sets, select “Search for data sets”. 

2. Select “Other Dimension”. 

3. Select a dimension. 

4. Select a value. 

5. Click "OK". 

The resulting data sets will be filtered for your other dimension. 
 
You may also narrow down your results by applying additional filters. 
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The resulting data set contains data for other dimensions of “Average cost per meal” with value of 
“Establishments with average cost per meal of $2.00 to $4.99”. 
 

 
 

Filter By Data Item 
 
Some of the data items, or numerical variables, available to choose from include: 
 

 NAICS bridge code 
 ZIP Code 
 Number of establishments 
 Administrative expenses ($1,000) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To filter for data sets by data item: 

1. On the Economic Census Data Sets, select “Search for data sets”. 

2. Select “Other Dimension”. 
 
3. Select a data item from the list.  

 
4. Click "OK". 

 
The resulting data sets will be filtered for your data item. 
 
You may also narrow down your results by applying additional filters. 
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Example: Select the data item “2002 ZIP Code”. 
 

 
Select “OK”. 
 

 
 
The resulting data sets contain data for “2002 ZIP code” 
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Row Actions 
 
Once you have accessed a data set, there are multiple row-level actions you can perform to vary the way 
the data are displayed.  
 
Row actions include:  
 

 Filtering rows to narrow search results to specific industries, geographic areas and other criteria 
 Sorting rows to rank results 

 
Filtering Data 
 
Filtering is the process of displaying rows that belong to a certain topic of your choosing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example:  We are going to filter an economic data set to display only Animal food manufacturing 
industries in California. To begin, click the “Filter Rows” menu item, and select “by Geography”. 
 

To filter rows: 
 

1. Go to the "Filter Rows" menu item. 
 
2. Depending on the data set, you can filter by selecting one of the following 

options: 
o Geography, 
o Industry, 
o Other Dimensions (categorical variables) or 
o Data Value (numerical variables) 
 

3. Follow the instructions in American FactFinder to apply the filter.  
 

The resulting data is "filtered" for your selections.  
 
You can also apply additional filters to further narrow down the data set.  
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Select “State” for geographic type, and add “California” to the Current geography selections window.  
 
 

 
 
 
The data set has been filtered to display only rows that belong to establishments in California. 
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Continuing with the same data set, select the “Filter Rows” menu item and click “by Industry”. 
 
 

 
 
 

You can search for a specific industry to filter your data set, or you can browse each industry by sector. 
 
Example: Select “All Industries (5-digit)” from the “Select a Sector” drop down menu. Select 31111: 
Animal food mfg and click “Add” to insert it into the current industry selections. 
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Highlight the item in your Current industry selections box (in this case, 3111: Animal food mfg.) and select 
“Show Result”.  
 

 
The data set has been filtered by both Geography and Industry. 
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Column Actions 
 
Once you have accessed a data set, there are multiple column-level actions you can perform on the 
columns to format the contents of the data set. 
 
Showing/Hiding Columns 
 
You have the option to choose which columns you wish to display in a table and remove columns that you 
are not interested in.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each control field has two checkboxes for each available column heading, which are: 
 

 Value – displays the numeric value for the field 
 Meaning – displays the meaning of the numeric value 

 
The checked items will be displayed in the table.  
 
Example: You have the option to select which columns to display and which columns to hide within a 
data set. 

 

To choose which columns to display in a table: 
 

1. Hover over “Options” from the menu bar. [“Options” appears 
only when the data set is (or is filtered to) less than 65,000 
rows] 

 
2. Click on “Select Columns”. 

 
3. Check and uncheck the columns you wish to keep and hide, 

respectively. 
 
4. Click “Update”. 

 
The selected columns will be displayed in the resulting data set. 
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Reordering Columns 
 
 
You have the option to rearrange the order in which the columns are displayed in a data set.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example: Select a column heading and click the up or down arrow buttons to manipulate the column 
order in this data set. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

To reorder columns: 
 

1. Select “Options” from the menu. [“Options” appears only 
when the data set is (or is filtered to) less than 65,000 
rows] 

 
2. Click on “Select Columns”. 

 
3. Click on the “Order Columns” tab. 

 
4. Change the column order by selecting a column heading 

(data item) and clicking the up or down arrow buttons. 
 

5. Click “Update”. 
 
The columns will be reordered in the resulting data set. 
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Creating New (Custom) Columns 
 
You have the option to create new or customized columns in a table. This can be used to create custom 
ratios, like payroll per employee or sales per establishment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To create a new column: 
 

1. Select “Options” from the menu. [“Options” appears only 
when the data set is (or is filtered to) less than 65,000 
rows] 

 
2. Click on “Create Columns”. 

 
3. Select an operator: ratio or percentage (%) change. 

 
4. Select two columns to perform the operation on. 

 
5. Enter a name for the new column. 

 
6. Click “Create”. 

 
7. Click “Update”. 

 
The resulting data set includes the new custom column. 



 Page 27 of 45 
 

 

Definitions and Related Text 
 
Once you have accessed a data set and displayed it as a table, there are multiple row-level actions you 
can perform to vary the way the data is displayed.   
 
Data Set Text 
 
Each data set has descriptive text associated with it. The data set text has details about the data set, 
including geographic coverage, data limitations, and file size. 
 
To find the data set text, click on the title of the data set. 
 

 
 
 
Also included in the data set text are introductory text that outlines the scope, coverage and other 
information about the economic census program, the North American Industry Classification System 
(NAICS) sector, the data set series and the survey methodology text. 
 
All of this text is also available by clicking on the file title. 
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Headnotes 
 
Each data set has a headnote beneath the data set title. 
 
These headnotes usually include important notes and links you should be aware of when using the data 
set. 
 
 
Definitions 
 
Definitions are available for all blue links in the data set. These items include:  

 column names, 
 flags (symbols), 
 NAICS codes, 
 geographies, 
 footnotes and 
 revised data cells. 

 
Click on the item and a pop-up window will appear with more information. 
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Downloading Data 
If you are downloading a data set with less than 65,000 rows, then you will be able to download it using 
American FactFinder. 

If you are downloading a data set with more than 65,000 rows, then you will need to download it using 
File Transfer Protocol (FTP). 

Using American FactFinder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Example: A pop-up window will display once you have selected the “Download” menu item. 

 

 
 

To download a data set with less than 65,000 rows: 
 

1. Select “Print / Download” from the menu. 
 
2. Click “Download”. 

 
3. Select “As displayed on screen” or “All columns including data 

flag columns”. 
 
Note: You should almost always choose "All columns including 
data flag columns". When downloaded "as displayed on 
screen", the flags (symbols) are included in the data columns. 
The columns will contain alphanumeric characters and makes 
analysis difficult.  
 

4. Select “Comma delimited (.csv)” or “Tab delimited (.lst)”. 
 
5. Click “OK”. You will be prompted by your browser to open the 

file or save it. 
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Example:  A data set, as seen in American FactFinder and in downloaded form. 
 
 

Data set in American FactFinder 

 
 
 

Same data set, downloaded 
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Using File Transfer Protocol (FTP) 
 
If you cannot filter your data set down to less than 65,000 rows, then you will need to download the entire 
data set via FTP. 
 
 

To download a data set within American FactFinder To download a data set with more than 65,000 rows: 

1. Select "Print / Download" from the menu. 

2. Click "Download". 

3. Right click "complete set via FTP" and select "Save Link As" 
(may vary depending on your browser) and save the data set to 
your hard drive.  

For more information on FTP, see Appendix A. 
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Printing Data 
 
You have the ability to use the printing function within American FactFinder to print a data set at any time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example: Select “Print” from the menu to print a data set. 
 

 
 
 
Tips on Printing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To print a data set: 
 

1. Select “Print / Download” from the menu. 
 
2. Click “Print”. Your browser’s printing options will open. 

 
3. Click “Print”. 
 

Use these simple changes to make the tables more suitable for printing: 
 

1. Use row filtering to remove rows not needed. 
 
2. Remove excess columns. For example, if the data set you are using has 

only 2007 data, then remove the "Year" column. This also applies to 
columns of data that you are not interested in. 

 
3. Change page to landscape mode. In your browser, go to File --> Page 

Setup, and change the page orientation to landscape mode. The data set 
will now print horizontally. 
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Saving Your Work 
 
 
Querying – What Does it Mean? 
 
In American FactFinder, a "query" is a file that includes a set of commands that will recreate a data set 
that has had multiple column actions and row actions performed on it. 
 

Saving Queries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example: Select the “Save Query” menu item.  
 

 

Loading Queries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To save a query: 
 

1. Select “Print / Download” from the menu. 
 
2. Click “Save Query”. 

 
3. Save the file to your hard drive. The default file name is 

“IBQSavedQuery.xql”. 
 

Note: Saved query files can be e-mailed, transferred or copied like 
any other computer file. 

To load a query: 
 

1. Select "Print / Download" from the menu. 
 
2. Click "Load Query". 

 
3. Click "Browse" and locate the file on your hard drive. 

 
4. Click "Go". 
 

The resulting data set is restored from the query. 
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Example: Select “Load Query” to return to a previously manipulated data set. 
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Accessing Maps 
 
Links to Thematic and Reference maps can be found on the Economic Census data sets Web page.  
 
To access the data sets page, look for “Economic Census” in American FactFinder and click “get data” 
underneath. 
 

 
 
 
Thematic Maps 
 
A "thematic map" reveals the geographic patterns in statistical data. 
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You may access a brief listing of popular thematic maps, or you can choose to browse a complete listing 
of all thematic maps in American FactFinder. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Reference Maps 
 

 
 
 
Reference maps show selected geographic boundaries for an area along with orienting features, such as 
roads. 
 
Boundary selections are available for geographic areas for which statistical data have been tabulated. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

To access a thematic map:

1. Go to the thematic map selection Web page. Choose 
your economic program of interest. 

2. Follow the instructions in American FactFinder to 
choose a theme. 

3. Click "Show Result". 

 
To access the Reference Maps on the American FactFinder 
home page: 
 

1. Select the “Maps” item on the American FactFinder home 
page, at the left side of the screen. 

 
2. Click “Reference Maps (boundaries)”. 

 
3. Select a Census Bureau defined boundary grouping 

 
4. Select a State or enter a ZIP code. 
 
5. Click “Go”. 
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Example: “2006 Cities and Towns” was selected as the boundary grouping. “California” was selected as 
the State. 
 

 
 
 
 
This map is interactive. For example, if you select “+” (Zoom in) and then click on any part of the state, 
the map will center on that geographic area and zoom in, with each click. 
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Appendix A - Using File Transfer Protocol (FTP) 
 
This section provides guidance on how to download and use Economic Census data from the American 
FactFinder FTP site (also known as the “Download Center”). 
 
FTP is primarily intended for users who want to download large datasets that contain more than 65,000 
rows of data, or whose extractions from these large datasets contain more than 65,000 rows of data.  
Datasets or extractions under this 65,000 cutoff can be downloaded directly from American FactFinder 
using the Download tool. For help using this tool, see the “Downloading Data” topic under the Using 
American FactFinder tutorial on the 2007 Economic Census Web site 
(http://www.census.gov/econ/census07/www/using_american_factfinder/012037.html) 
 
Note: The file format on the Economic Census FTP site has changed from what was provided for the 
2002 Economic Census.  You no longer need to download and merge the files containing the column 
headers and row titles with the data file, these headers and titles are now included in the data files 
themselves  (i.e., the first row in the data file contains the column headers for the selected file.) 
 
 
Downloading Data via FTP 
 
STEP 1:  Go to the American FactFinder Economic Census Data Sets Web page: 
 
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DatasetMainPageServlet?_program=ECN&_submenuId=datasets_4&
_lang=en 
 
STEP 2:  Select “Download data via FTP” 
 

 
 
STEP 3:  Select the folder containing the program you are interested in. 
 
The folders are as follows: 

• CB = County Business Patterns 
• CBP_CSV = County Business Patterns Comma-separated Values 

o Questions about the CBP_CSV files please contact the Register Analysis Branch (301) 763-
2580 or by email at epcd.county.business.patterns@census.gov 

• CF = Commodity Flow Survey 
• EC = Economic Census 
• IA = Economic Census of Island Areas 
• NS = Nonemployer Statistics 
• SB = Survey of Business Owners 
 

The “Reference_materials” folder will be described in more detail in STEP 6. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/econ/census07/www/using_american_factfinder/012037.html
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DatasetMainPageServlet?_program=ECN&_submenuId=datasets_4&_lang=en
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DatasetMainPageServlet?_program=ECN&_submenuId=datasets_4&_lang=en
mailto:epcd.county.business.patterns@census.gov
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STEP 4: Select the folder containing the economic sector you are interested in. 
 
For the Economic Census, the names of the folders mirror the codes for each NAICS sector. 

 
Note: Under the Economic Census (EC) program folder, the sector “00” folder contains the multi-sector 
Core Business Statistics and Economy-Wide Key Statistics data files.  For more information about these 
files, see the “Understanding Data Sets” topic on the 2007 Economic Census Web site 
(http://www.census.gov/econ/census07/www/understanding_data_sets/index.html).   
 
STEP 5:  Select the data file you are interested in. 
 

• The file(s) in the sector folder are in .zip file format. 
• To open these .zip files, you must have a file decompression application (e.g., WinZip) installed 

on your computer in order to unzip and download the file(s).   
• When the file is unzipped, 2 files will be extracted: 

o The .dat file contains all of the data. 
o The .txt file contains a file abstract (record layout) of the data file. 

 

STEP 6:  If needed, download any necessary metadata files. 
 

These can be downloaded from the “Reference_materials” folder, which contains two subfolders: 
 
• The geography folder contains 2 files: 
 

o The Geographic Areas Reference File (GARF) Specification fv4.doc - this file defines the 
structure and contents of the Geographic Areas Reference File. 

o The garf 2007 FINAL.xls - this file contains all of the unique geographic areas and their 
geographic codes that are valid for the 2007 Economic Census. 

 
• The metafiles folder contains separate metadata files, which explain the structure and contents of 

the data files from the economic census. 
 

o Meta0200 – (Surveys) - List of surveys.  
o Meta0300 – (Dataset Fields) - Data dictionary that contains all fields with descriptions. 
o Meta0330 – (Data Element Valid Values) - Data dictionary for all symbols, footnotes, unit 

dimensions and other dimension descriptions. 
o Meta0400 – (Dataset Tables) - List of all tables with titles and file name. 
o Meta0500 – (Dataset/Data Element and Matrix Table/Subject Characteristic Associations) - 

List of data fields with record layout (this does not include “the meaning of” columns.  To get 
an accurate record layout for each file, use the .txt file that is zipped with the data file. 

o Meta1422 – (2002 NAICS Codes) - List of 2002 NAICS codes with descriptions. 
o Meta1425 – (2007 NAICS Codes) List of 2007 NAICS codes with descriptions. 
o Meta1426 – (2002-2007 Bridge NAICS Codes) - List of 2002 NAICS BRIDGE codes with 

descriptions. 
o Meta1427 – (2007-2002 Bridge NAICS Codes) - List of 2007 NAICS BRIDGE codes with 

descriptions. 
o Meta1432 – (Product Codes) - List of product codes and descriptions. 
o Meta1460 – (Commodity Codes) - List of product codes used by Commodity Flow Survey 

and descriptions. 
o Meta1470 – (Material Fuel Codes) - List of material and fuel codes and descriptions. 

 

http://www.census.gov/econ/census07/www/understanding_data_sets/index.html
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Metadata Files Data Dictionary 
 

META 0200 - Surveys 
Field Attribute FIELD NAME Length Valid 

Values 
Notes 

F1 Survey Name SURVNAME 255  Uniquely identifies the Survey or Census. 
F2 Survey Description GENDESC 255  A description of the Survey or Census (description is 

stored in HTM file).  
F3 Survey Detail Description DETDESC 255  A detailed description of the Survey (description is 

stored in HTM file).  
F4 Survey Abbreviation BLANK 10  An abbreviation for the Survey. 
F5 Program name PROGNAME 255  The name of the associated Program (I.e., 

Economic Census). 
F6 Program Description PRODESC 255  A detailed description of the Program (description is 

stored in HTM file).  
F7 Originator Organization set all records = 

'BOC' 
80   The name or abbreviation of the organization 

responsible for the Survey. 
 

META 0300 – Dataset Fields 
Field Attribute FIELD NAME Length Valid Values Notes 
F1 Data Element Name FLDNAME 30  Uniquely identifies the Data Element. 
F2 Long Name LONGNAME 255  Title or commonly used name for the Data 

Element. 
F3 Display Label COLHEAD 255  Text to use when displaying this Data 

Element in AFF. 
F4 Data Type DATATYPE 10Character/Date

Number 
The way in which the Data Element is 
represented in a database table. 

F5 Length LENGTH     The maximum length of the Data Element 
when represented in a physical storage 
device, such as a file or database table. 

F6 Decimal Places NO_DECIMAL   Default 0 The number of places that appear after 
the decimal point for the Data Element.  
Applicable only when Data Type = 
NUMBER. 

F7 Description FLDDESC 255  The description of the Data Element 
(description is stored in HTM file). 

F8 Flag Field Name FLAGFLD 30  The name of the Data Element’s flag field.
F9 Flag Field Long Name FLAGNAME 255  The long name of the Data Element’s flag 

field. Mandatory when Flag Field Name is 
populated.  

F10 Flag Field’s Value Domain Data 
Element Name 

VALNAME 30  The name of the generic Data Element 
whose value domain applies to this Data 
Element’s Flag Field.  Mandatory when 
Flag Field Name is populated. 
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F11 Type FLDTYPE 1 I – Industry 
G – 
Geography 
D – Data Item
R – Record 
X – Cross Tab
O – Other 
F – Flag 
P – Pseudo 

The type of data element.  
Control fields: I, G, R, X, O         
Data Items: D 
Flag Field: F 

F12 Default Report Column Value? SHOWCOL 1Y, N Applicable to Economic Data Elements.  
Indicates that the Data Element’s value 
will by default be included in the report 
results. 

F13 Default Report Column Meaning? SHOWSTUB 1Y, N Applicable to Economic Data Elements.  
Indicates that the Data Element’s meaning 
will by default be included in the report 
results. 

 

META 0330 - Data Element Valid Values 
Field Attribute FIELD NAME Length Valid 

Values 
Notes 

F1  Data Element Name  FLDNAME  30   Must match META0300  
F2  Value FOOTID 

SYMBOL 
FLDVALUE 
UOMCODE 

10  Domain name for the Data Element  

F3 Meaning FOOTTEXT 
LSCNAME 
LSCNAME 
UOMTEXT 

4000  The meaning of the domain value. For ranges, enter 
‘RANGE’. 

F4  High Value    10  If the ‘Value’ field is the low value for a range of 
values, this field should contain the high value for 
that range.  

F5  Short Value Meaning    65  An abbreviated version of the value meaning for 
display in AFF. 

F6  Description VALDESC 255  The description of the value (description is stored in 
HTM file).  
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META 0400 – Dataset Tables 
Field Attribute FIELD NAME Length Valid 

Values 
Notes 

F1 Dataset Name CIRSFNAME 30  The short name and unique identifier of the Dataset.
F2 Title LONGNAME 255  The title or commonly used name for the Dataset. 
F3 Display Label SHRTNAME 255  Text to be used when displaying the table in AFF.  If 

this field is blank, the Title field will be used. 
F4 Title 13 Restricted Set all records = 

"N"  
1Y, N 

default = 
N 

Indicates if the Dataset may only be viewed by those 
with Title 13 clearance.  

F5 Description FILGDESC 255   The description of the Dataset (description is stored 
in HTM file). 

F6 Detail Description FILDDESC 255  A secondary, more detailed description of the 
Dataset (description is stored in HTM file).  

F7 Purpose BLANK 255  A summary of the intentions with which the Dataset 
was developed. 

F8 No longer used BLANK 0     
F9 Release Date RELEASE_DATE 10  The release date of the Dataset.  

F10 Begin Coverage Date set all records = 
12/01/2007 

10   The first date of the applicability of the data in the 
Dataset. 

F11 End Coverage Date set all records = 
12/31/2007 

10   The last date of the applicability of the data in the 
Dataset. 

F12 Access Constraints BLANK 255   Restrictions and prerequisites for accessing the 
Dataset. 

F13 Use Constraints BLANK 255   Restrictions and prerequisites for using the Dataset.
F14 Progress Code PROGRESS 101 = 

complete   
2 = in 
work          
3 = 
planned  

The state of the Dataset. 

F15 Update Frequency Code FREQ 2  The frequency of updating this Dataset 
F16 Geo Components AVAILST 11 = Y        

2 = N        
default = 
N 

 Indicates if the Dataset contains data at the 
geography component level. 

F17 Charac Iterations? AVAILIND 1   Indicates if the Dataset contains characteristic 
iteration data. 

F18 Originating Organization set to BOC 80  The name or abbreviation of the originating 
organization. 

F19 Source Scale Denominator BLANK 20  The denominator of the representative fraction on a 
map.  For example, on a 1:24,000-scale map, the 
source scale denominator is 24000. 

F20 West Bounding Coor BLANK       
F21 E Bounding Coor BLANK       
F22 N Bounding Coor BLANK       
F23 S Bounding Coor BLANK       
F24 Filtering BLANK   Y, N 

default = 
Indicates if the records in the Dataset may be 
filtered.  A value of NULL is equivalent to a value of 
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N “Y”. 

F25 Sorting BLANK   Y, N 
default = 
N 

Indicates if the records in the Dataset may be 
sorted.  A value of NULL is equivalent to a value of 
“Y”. 

F26 Downloading BLANK   Y, N 
default = 
N 

Indicates if the records in the Dataset may be 
downloaded.  A value of NULL is equivalent to a 
value of “Y”. 

 
 

META 1422 - 2002 NAICS Codes 
Field Attribute FIELD NAME Length Valid 

Values 
Notes 

F1 Code NAICS2002 8   The Code value. 
F2 Short Title SHORT_TTL 65  The label for the Code. 
F3 Long Title LONG_TTL 255  The long name of the Code. 
F4 Description DEFINITION 255  The pointer to the description of the Code 

(description is stored in HTM file).  

F5 Parent Code PARENT 8   The Code’s parent Code.  If this is the top level of 
the hierarchy, populate this field with eight zeros. 

F6 Code Level INDLEVEL     The level of the Code. 
 

META 1425 - 2007 NAICS Codes 
Field Attribute FIELD NAME Length Valid 

Values 
Notes 

F1 Code NAICS2002 8   The Code value. 
F2 Short Title SHORT_TTL 65  The label for the Code. 
F3 Long Title LONG_TTL 255  The long name of the Code. 
F4 Description DEFINITION 255  The pointer to the description of the Code 

(description is stored in HTM file).  
F5 Parent Code PARENT 8   The Code’s parent Code.  If this is the top level of 

the hierarchy, populate this field with eight zeros 
(description is stored in HTM file) 

F6 Code Level INDLEVEL     The level of the Code. 
 

META 1426 - 2002-2007 Bridge NAICS Codes 
Field Attribute FIELD NAME Length Valid 

Values 
Notes 

F1 Code NAICS2002DBG 8  The Code value. 
F2 Short Title SHORT_TTL 65  The label for the Code. 
F3 Long Title LONG_TTL 255  The long name of the Code. 
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META 1427 - 2002-2007 Bridge NAICS Codes 
Field Attribute FIELD NAME Length Valid 

Values 
Notes 

F1 Code NAICS2007DBG 8  The Code value. 
F2 Short Title SHORT_TTL 65  The label for the Code. 
F3 Long Title LONG_TTL 255  The long name of the Code. 

 
 

META 1432 - Product Codes 
Field Attribute FIELD NAME Length Valid 

Values 
Notes 

F1 Product Code PSCODE 10  The Code value. Must be unique. 
F2 Short Title SSCNAME 65  The label for the Code. 
F3 Long Title LSCNAME 255  The long name of the Product Code. 
F4 Broad Line? BLFLAG 1Y, N Indicates if the Product Code represents a broad 

line. 
F5 Parent Product Code PARENT 10   The Product Code’s parent Product Code.  If this is 

the top level of the hierarchy, populate this field with 
seven zeros. 

F6 Code Level PLEVEL 1   The level of the Product Code. 
F7 Sector 00 set to Y 1Y, N Indicates if the Product Code is associated with 

Sector  
F8 Sector 21 SECTOR21 1Y, N   
F9 Sector 22 SECTOR22 1Y, N   
F10 Sector 23 SECTOR23 1Y, N   
F11 Sector 31 SECTOR31 1Y, N   
F12 Sector 42 SECTOR42 1Y, N   
F13 Sector 44 SECTOR44 1Y, N   
F14 Sector 48 SECTOR48 1Y, N   
F15 Sector 51 SECTOR51 1Y, N   
F16 Sector 52 SECTOR52 1Y, N   
F17 Sector 53 SECTOR53 1Y, N   
F18 Sector 54 SECTOR54 1Y, N   
F19 Sector 55 SECTOR55 1Y, N   
F20 Sector 56 SECTOR56 1Y, N   
F21 Sector 61 SECTOR61 1Y, N   
F22 Sector 62 SECTOR62 1Y, N   
F23 Sector 71 SECTOR71 1Y, N   
F24 Sector 72 SECTOR72 1Y, N   
F25 Sector 81 SECTOR81 1Y, N   
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META 1460 Commodity Codes 
  FLDNAME = COMM         
Field Attribute FIELD NAME Length Valid 

Values 
Notes 

F1 Commodity Code PSCODE 8   The Code value.   
F2 Short Title SSCNAME 65  The label for the Code. 
F3 Long Title LSCNAME 255  The long name of the Code. 
F4 Parent Commodity Code PARENT 8   The Commodity Code’s parent Commodity Code.  If 

this is the top level of the hierarchy, populate this 
field with eight zeros. 

F5 Code Level PLEVEL     The level of the Commodity Code. 
 

META 1470 - Material Fuel Codes 
Field Attribute FIELD NAME Length Valid 

Values 
Notes 

F1 Material Fuel Code MFCODE 8   The Code value.   
F2 Type Code MFIND 1M = 

Material 
F = Fuel 

Identifies the type of Material Fuel Code. 

F3 Short Title SSCNAME 65  The label of the Code 
F4 Long Title LSCNAME 255  The long name of the Material Fuel Code. 
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